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customer left booth and stall vacant to push into the
crowd hedging round the itinerant ballad-singer."

Skelton's poetry was slightly old-fashioned when he
wrote it; the up-to-date poets were turning out quite
different work, copied chiefly from Italian models.
But Skelton was not the man to mind being thought
out of date. He enjoyed life, and went his own way.
HJS poetry was popular then, and it is still popular
to-day, which is more than can be said for that of his
contemporaries. His originality, his sturdy, uncom-
promising character, and the outspoken vigour of his
work make him the most noteworthy and likeable
figure in a rather dull century of English literature.